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Liberty Central Names Top 20 House Primaries and Races Leading Up to Midterm Elections
Total of 30 Congressional Races Identified as Top Grassroots Priorities Nationwide

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Liberty Central today announced their Top 20 House Target Races where grassroots activists are playing a crucial role leading up to the midterm elections.  Combined with Liberty Central’s Top 10 Senate Target Races, these 30 races are critical in helping return our country to a more constitutionally-inclined Congress and deserve a national spotlight.

“We are determined to educate voters, particularly those who can impact races on a grassroots level, leading up to the crucial midterm elections in November,” said Sarah Field, Liberty Central’s Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer. “Members of Congress who ignore the will of the people by supporting this big government agenda are replaceable. These 30 races are top priorities in our view because they could help fill those vacancies with constitutional candidates.” 

Liberty Central identified the Top 30 Target Races based on feedback from grassroots citizens in each state, insights from Conservative allies across the nation, and incumbent grades and rankings on Liberty Central’s 2010 Legislative Scorecards, which are available at http://www.libertycentral.org/scorecards-2010-07.

Liberty Central’s Top 20 House Target Races include: 
· Arizona’s 5th Congressional District: Jim Ward and Dave Schweikert are the main candidates vying for the Republican nomination and, at this point, Dave Schweikert has the most grassroots momentum behind his campaign to face Democrat Harry Mitchell in November.
· Arizona’s 8th Congressional District: Rep. Gabrielle Giffords, who received an “F” on Liberty Central’s scorecard, will face the winner of the August 24 Republican primary, which is a contest between former state Senator Jonathan Paton, Jesse Kelly, Brian Allen Miller, and Jay Dudley Quick.
· Colorado’s 3rd Congressional District: The winner of the August 10th Republican primary, Scott Tipton, will have a viable challenge to Democrat John Salazar.
· Florida’s 8th Congressional District: State Senator Daniel Webster, state Rep. Kurt Kelly, Bruce O’Donoghue, and Patricia Sullivan are vying for the Republican nomination to face Democrat incumbent Alan Grayson, who received an ‘F’ on Liberty Central’s scorecard.
· Florida’s 22nd Congressional District: Democrat Ron Klein, who got an ‘F’ on Liberty Central’s scorecard, will be challenged by Allen West, a favorite of tea partiers in his District.
· Florida’s 24th Congressional District: Rep. Suzanne Kosmas, who received an ‘F’ on Liberty Central’s scorecard, will run against Sandy Adams, Karen Diebel, or Craig Miller, depending on who wins the District’s Republican primary on August 24.
· Illinois’s 11th Congressional District: Debbie Halvorson, an “F” recipient on Liberty Central’s scorecard, is being challenged by Adam Kinzinger, a United States Air Force Captain, with the support of grassroots activists across the district and state, including Sarah Palin.
· Indiana’s 2nd Congressional District: Former State Representative Jackie Walorski, the winner of the Republican primary because of her popularity among limited government conservatives, will face Rep. Joe Donnelly in November.
· Iowa’s 3rd Congressional District: Leonard Boswell, a liberal Democrat with an “F” on Liberty Central’s Scorecard, is being challenged by conservative state Senator Brad Zaun.
· Maryland’s 1st Congressional District: Rep. Frank Kratovil, whose voting record gave him an “F” on Liberty Central’s scorecard, will face the winner of the Republican primary between Dr. Andy Harris, who has broad support among local grassroots activists, including several tea parties, and Rob Fisher.
· Michigan’s 1st Congressional District: Democrat Bart Stupak announced his retirement this year and has been replaced by State Rep. Gary McDowell on the ballot in November.  Grassroots activists are split in their support of the two Republican candidates Jason Allen or Dan Benishek, but Benishek has a slight edge among Conservatives.
· North Carolina’s 2nd Congressional District: A favorite of grassroots activists, nurse Renee Ellmers will challenge Democrat incumbent Bob Etheridge in November.
· North Carolina’s 11th Congressional District: Democrat incumbent Heath Shuler will face Jeff Miller, a conservative who works with the Honor Flight Network.
· Ohio’s 18th Congressional District: State Senator Bob Gibbs will challenge Democrat Zach Space in the general election and has already piqued the interest of grassroots activists from across the state because of his record as a conservative state Senator.
· Pennsylvania’s 3rd Congressional District: Democrat Kathy Dahlkemper ran as a moderate “Blue Dog” in 2008, but has an “F” on Liberty Central’s scorecard. Conservative Republican Mike Kelly supports a lower-tax, more limited government agenda.
· South Dakota’s At Large Congressional District: “Blue Dog” Democrat Stephanie Herseth Sandlin’s constituents are seriously starting to question her conservative bona fides. Businesswoman and rancher, Republican Kristi Noem, is the popular pick among tea parties and other conservative grassroots activists in the state.  
· Texas’s 23rd Congressional District: Because of incumbent Ciro Rodriguez’s big government record, grassroots activists, including local tea parties, are lining up behind conservative favorite, Quico Canseco, a local business owner and real estate developer.  
· Virginia’s 9th Congressional District: State Delegate Majority Leader Morgan Griffith (R) has the support of grassroots activists across his region and will face Democrat Rick Boucher in November.
· Virginia’s 11th Congressional District: Republican Keith Fimian has received the endorsements of prominent Virginia conservatives, such as AG Ken Cuccinelli, as well as local grassroots activists, and will face Democrat Gerry Connolly in November.
· Wisconsin’s 7th Congressional District: Popular conservative Sean Duffy (R) appeared on MTV’s “The Real World” when he was younger, giving him an edge on name identification and exposure against his Democrat rival, Julie Lassa.

Liberty Central’s Top 10 Senate Target Races are occurring in Alaska, Arkansas, Colorado, Florida, Kentucky, Nevada, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, Washington and Wisconsin.  The entire Top 30 Target Races list is available as an interactive map on LibertyCentral.org’s 2010 Election Page.

The Top 30 Target Races list is the latest component of Liberty Central’s “August is Accountability Month” effort. Liberty Central recently launched a new website, www.LibertyCentralTraining.org, an online summer school for activists preparing to address their members of Congress during the August recess.

For media inquiries, contact Romney Beebe of CRC Public Relations, (703) 683-5004, ext. 118 or rbeebe@crcpublicrelations.com.

Liberty Central, Inc. is a non-profit organization that equips citizen leaders to lobby for liberty.
Learn more at www.LibertyCentral.org.
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